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PAPER 1
Answer one question.

Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1. Has society become too dependent on data to make decisions?

2. Evaluate the claim that foreign aid does more to benefit the donor than the recipient.

3. Can young people make a real impact on environmental conservation in your
society?

4, ‘It is dangerous to place our faith in social media influencers.” What is your view?

5. ‘A popular leader is a good leader.’ Discuss.

6. Consider the impact of commercialisation on sports today.

7. “The pursuit of perfection is both unrealistic and harmful.’ Discuss.

8. To what extent should cultural heritage be prioritised over economic development

in your society?
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This Insert consists of 3 printed pages.

Passage 1. An author critiques car dependency and advocates public transport.

1

Cars are everywhere. The proliferation of private vehicles has created fundamental problems
that threaten our collective future: it accelerates environmental degradation, perpetuates
social inequality by privileging those who can afford personal transport, and transforms our
cities into concrete jungles designed for cars rather than humans. These interconnected
challenges demand urgent reconsideration of our transport priorities.

Previous generations built communities around reliable public transport, where frams and
trains created natural gathering points that fostered daily interaction and a strong sense of
belonging. These systems were environmentally sustainable, producing fewer emissions and
preserving quiet green spaces within urban areas. Mobility was affordable, ensuring access
for all regardless of economic status. In contrast, today’s urban environments are shaped by
car dependency — sprawling, fragmented, and often isolating. Roads and traffic dominate,
replacing parks and social spaces with concrete and noise. Mobility now depends largely on
private vehicle ownership, dividing society between those with freedom to move and those
confined to unreliable alternatives.

As a result, our cities have become victims of tyranny on wheels, where car needs override
human requirements. Urban planners allocate vast swathes of precious land to parking
spaces and multi-lane highways, creating dead zones that repel pedestrian activity. This car-
centric design philosophy prioritises speed over liveability, transforming once-vibrant
neighbourhoods into mere pathways. The human cost extends beyond inconvenience - it
fundamentally reshapes urban experience.

What most fail to even comprehend is that there is a staggering inefficiency of private
transport systems. Comprehensive urban studies reveal that private cars remain unused for
95% of their operational lifetime, yet continue consuming valuable city spaces that could
accommodate housing or green areas for thousands of residents. This fundamental
wastefulness exposes how societies have prioritised individual ownership over rational
resource allocation, creating a system where expensive assets contribute nothing to mobility
for the vast majority of their existence.

The environmental problem created by private vehicle dependency grows more alarming
annually. Urban areas suffocate under exhaust fumes, with residents breathing toxic cocktails
of nitrogen oxides and particulate matter. Private cars generate approximately 70% of
transport-related carbon emissions in developed nations, resulting in devastating
consequences for our climate that we cannot ignore. Can we honestly claim to care about our
children's future while perpetuating this dependency?

Perhaps redirecting these resources toward public transport could yield long-term,
transformative gains. Well-designed transport systems reduce traffic congestion and air
pollution, and are significantly more space and energy-efficient than private vehicles. Public
transport hubs also reinvigorate urban life by creating vibrant, accessible spaces that support
commerce and community interaction. In cities that prioritise such systems, the shift is not
merely logistical but cultural, fostering a shared civic rhythm and a more inclusive sense of
belonging. Thus, the reallocation of funds towards a world-class public transport system can
only be a good thing.

We stand at a critical juncture. Will we continue down this unsustainable path of private
vehicle worship, or embrace public transport's transformative potential? The choice rests with
us all.
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Passage 2. An author argues that public transport systems fail to meet modern urban needs.

1 Public transport systems, despite widespread advocacy, demonstrate fundamental
inadequacies that undermine their effectiveness as solutions to urban mobility challenges. A
glaring deficiency lies in their inflexibility ~ fixed routes create constraints that poorly serve the
diverse needs of a population. Worse still, rigid schedules force passengers to conform to
predetermined patterns rather than adapting to individual circumstances. This structural rigidity 5
becomes particularly problematic during emergencies or unexpected schedule changes when
immediate departure becomes essential. What advocates fail to acknowledge is how the
theoretical efficiency of mass transit dissolves when examined against real-world demands for
responsive, personalised mobility solutions.

2 Equally troubling are the financial implications of comprehensive public transport expansion. 10
Governments routinely invest billions in infrastructure projects that exceed budgets, with usage
rates consistently falling below projections. London's Crossrail project, initially budgeted at
£14.8 billion, ultimately cost £18.9 billion while opening years behind schedule. This pattern
repeats globally — Berlin's airport rail link exceeded original estimates by 400%. More
concerning still is the opportunity cost: these massive public expenditures could alternatively 15
fund infrastructure improvements that benefit broader populations far more efficiently.

3 Beyond financial waste, the day-to-day reality reveals deeper systemic failures. Overcrowding
has become endemic, creating stressful commuting experiences that actively degrade quality
of life. During peak hours, this congestion transforms buses and trains into uncomfortable
environments where passengers endure physical proximity that violates personal space. 20
Moreover, the system's fragility becomes apparent when bad weather, mechanical failures,
and labour disputes regularly paralyse entire networks. The irony is stark: these service
interruptions disproportionately affect lower-income workers who cannot afford backup
transport options, thus penalising the very population public transport ostensibly serves.

4 Perhaps most damaging are the security concerns that permeate these systems. Incidents of 25
harassment, theft, and violence occur with disturbing frequency in confined public spaces,
particularly affecting vulnerable passengers during off-peak hours. Inadequate lighting,
insufficient security presence, and isolated stations create environments where criminal activity
flourishes unchecked.

5 The relentless push for public transport expansion threatens to trap entire populations within 30
dysfunctional systems that prioritise ideology over practicality. Furthermore, these systems
often fail to serve suburban and rural communities entirely, creating a two-tier mobility system
that perpetuates geographic inequality. Unless we abandon this misguided obsession with
mass transit, our cities face a grim future of deteriorating mobility, spiralling costs, and
diminished quality of life for millions. 35
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Passage 3. An urban planner shares her evolving perspective on transport solutions.

1

After twenty years designing transport systems, | found myself questioning everything about
mobility solutions. Most would be quick to champion how a well-developed public
transportation system trumps private vehicle ownership, but few fail to see that the
transportation challenge that modern cities face is more complex than it seems.

“The sustainability argument isn't clear-cut,” | note. “Our studies found that public transport in
medium-density areas often operates below capacity, resulting in higher per-passenger
emissions than carpooling. Instead of massive infrastructure expenditure for new public rail
lines, channelling money into thousands of electric vehicle charging stations could potentially
achieve faster emission reductions once private electric vehicle adoption reaches a large
enough scale.”

Sadly, not everybody wants the same things when thinking about what makes an ideal public
transportation system. Working with diverse communities taught me that transport needs vary
dramatically. Shift workers explained how reduced night services forced expensive taxis or
dangerous walks. Parents described the impossibility of managing shopping and school runs
via public transport. When public transport is timetabled, it results in severe overcrowding
during peak times and inadequate service during off-peak hours, satisfying neither group
effectively.

“Neither pure public transport advocacy nor private vehicle dependence offers complete
solutions,” | conclude. “Each community requires different approaches. Dense urban cores
might thrive with extensive public networks; suburban areas need hybrid solutions. The future
involves intelligent integration — park-and-ride facilities, on-demand public services, shared
autonomous vehicles - rather than ideological adherence to single transport modes.”

BP-225

5

10

15

20

Tampines Meridian Junior College 2025 JC2 Preliminary Examination H1 General Paper




BP-~226



TAMPINES MERIDIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE
JC2 PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION

CANDIDATE

NAME

CIVICS GROUP
H1 GENERAL PAPER 8881/02
Paper 2 1 September 2025

1 hour 30 minutes
Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

Additional materials:

Insert

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your full name, Civics Group and GP Tutor’s name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black ink on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

Answer all questions.
The Insert contains the passages for comprehension.
Note that 15 marks out of 50 will be awarded for your use of language.

At the end of the examination, submit your Question Paper. You do not need to submit the
Insert. The number of marks is given in brackets [ 1 atthe end of each question or part
question.

For Examiner’s Use
SAQ /11
Summary /8
CPQ /4
- AQ
For Examiner’s Use (Language) 112
Marker 1 /15 Language 15
Marker 2 15 TOTAL /50

This document consists of 7 printed pages, 1 blank page and 1 Insert

Tampines Meridian Junior College 2025 JC2 Preliminary Examination H1 General Paper

BP~227




2

Answer all questions.

Your answers should be:

e written in your own words as far as possible. Where you select the appropriate material from
the passage for your answer, you must still use your own words to express it.
written in continuous prose.

From Passage 1

1

In paragraph 1, what does the author suggest are fundamental problems created by the
proliferation of private vehicles?

In paragraph 2, what contrasts does the author make between the impacts of transport in
the past and present?
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4 In paragraph 4, how does the author support the claim that private transport systems
demonstrate ‘staggering inefficiency’?

5 In paragraph 5, explain three ways in which the author uses language to criticise the impact
of car-centric infrastructure.
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From Passage 2
Use

6 Summarise what the author has to say about the problems of public transport systems.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words.
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From all the passages

Passage 1 states that ‘the environmental problem created by private vehicle dependency
grows more alarming annually’ (lines 28-29).

Identify one specific idea from Passage 3 which can be used to undermine this statement.
Justify your answer.

Passage 2 argues that ‘fixed routes create constraints that poorly serve the diverse needs
of a population’ (lines 3—4).

Identify one specific idea from Passage 3 which can be used to support this statement.
Justify your answer.
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6
9 The reading passages cover a range of views about urban transport choices. Exammers
Use

How far do you agree that public transport improves the lives of urban residents?
Support your answer with reference to:

« the ideas and opinions from at least one of the reading passages
o examples drawn from your own experience and that of your society.
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2025 JC2 General Paper Preliminary Examination Paper 2

From Passage 1:

Tampines Meridian Junior College

1. In paragraph 1, what does the author suggest are fundamental problems created by

the proliferation of private vehicles? [2]

From the passage Answer
The proliferation of private vehicles has | The fundamental problems created by the

created fundamental problems that threaten
our collective future:

a) it accelerates environmental
degradation

b) perpetuates social inequality by
privileging those who can afford personal
transport,

c) transforms our cities into concrete
jungles designed for cars rather than
humans.

proliferation of private vehicles are

a) It speeds up/
worsens/increases/hastens/
heightens environmental
deterioration/ecological decline.

b) It reinforces/propagates/
continues social disparities by
granting ease of mobility/ ability to
travel to the wealthy/rich.

DNA: emphasises, highlights,
enhances, aggravates, worsens

c) It reshapes/ modifies/ changes/
turns our urban landscapes into
spaces that prioritise vehicles
over people’s needs.

DNA: creates, makes

Any 2 for 2 marks.

2. In paragraph 2, what contrasts does the author make between the impacts of
transport in the past and present? [3m]

From the passage -
a) (past) Previous generations...
natural gathering points that
fostered daily interaction and a

strong sense of belonging.
VS
a) (present) today’s urban

environments are shaped by car
dependency... isolating

b) (past) These systems were
environmentally sustainable,
producing fewer emissions
Vs

b) (present, inferred) Roads and traffic
dominate,

a) Inthe past, public transportation
brought people together /
encouraged everyday encounters,
whereas today's car-dependent
societies make people more
disconnected from each other.

b) In the past, the main mode of travel
generated lower levels of
pollution. However, today’s car-
dominated travel landscape has
resulted in greater environmental
pollution (Idea: Environmental
pollution is inferred from fewer
emissions).

c) Inthe past, the main mode of travel
protected natural spaces/
conserved peaceful/ silent/
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c) (past) preserving quiet green
spaces within urban areas.
VS

c) (present) replacing parks and
social spaces with concrete and
noise.

d) (past) Mobilty was affordable,
ensuring access for all regardiess
of economic status.

VS

d) (present) largely on private
vehicle ownership, dividing
society between those  with

freedom to move and those
confined to unreliable alternatives.

tranquil spaces whereas today's
car-dominated travel has displaced
green areas with roads and
highways/ resulting in loud
sounds

(Idea: Protection of spaces or
noises)

d) In the past, mobility was
inexpensive for everyone, despite
their background/ wealth. In
contrast, mobility today is largely
linked to having a car, and is
exclusive to those with the means
to own a car/ granting only the
wealthy with the liberty to travel.
(Idea: For all vs only the rich)

Any 3 for 3

3. Explain the author's use of the phrase ‘tyranny on wheels’ (line 15). [1]

From the passage

Our cities have become victims of tyranny
on wheels, where car needs override
human requirements.

Answer

The phrase suggests that cars have
domination/ are oppressive over what
people require in urban areas. (1m)

Our cities suffer because of the dominance
of cars on urban design. (1m)

The requirements of people are repressed
because of the requirements of
automobiles.

DO NOT ACCEPT .

The requirements of cars supersede/are
prioritised over the needs of people. (Idea
of ‘tyranny’ is not captured.)

4. In paragraph 4, how does the author support the claim that private transport systems
demonstrate ‘staggering inefficiency’? [2]

From the passage

There is a staggering inefficiency of private
transport systems. Comprehensive urban
studies reveal that private cars remain
unused for 95% of their operational
lifetime yet continue consuming
valuable city spaces that could
accommodate housing or green areas
for thousands of residents.

a) The author supports this claim by
citing statistics/ data/ research/
urban studies on the usage of
private cars (1m)

b) which are left underutilised/ left
dormant for most of their lifespan,
while occupying precious urban
areas that could have benefitted
many people. (1m)
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5. In paragraph 5, explain three ways in which the author uses language to criticise the

impact of car-centric infrastructure. [3]

From the passage

The environmental problem created by
private vehicle dependency grows more
alarming annually. Urban areas suffocate
under exhaust fumes, with residents
breathing toxic cocktails of nitrogen oxides
and particulate matter. Private cars
generate approximately 70% of transport-
related carbon emissions in developed
nations, resulting in  devastating
consequences for our climate that we
cannot ignore.

Answer
a) The author uses the phrase “grows
more alarming annually” to suggest
that car-centric infrastructure has
resulted in greater/ more
distressing environmental impact
over the years, highlighting the
growing severity of the situation. (1m)

Award if student gives only the word
‘alarming’, if context of is correct—that of
the environmental problem/impact.

b) The author uses the word
"suffocate” to suggest that cities are
being choked/deprived of air and
killed by car pollution, conveying tha
vehicle dependency is

strangling/killing urban life. (1m)

c) The author describes pollution as
"toxic cocktails” which suggests that
car_emissions are like poisonous
mixtures being force-fed to
residents, emphasising the harmful
nature of this environmental
damage.(1m)

Award if student gives ‘toxic’ and explains it
correctly, or if student gives ‘toxic cocktails’
but only explains ‘toxic’. ‘Cocktails’ alone do
not explain the context sufficiently.

uses the word
"devastating" to describe cars'
extremely / very destructive
/damaging/harmful contribution to
climate change, suggesting that the
after-effects may be very severe.
(1m)

d) The author

Award if student present linguistic/literary
devices (i.e. rhetorical gns) WITH a relevant
and logical explanation that shows criticism.
Context must be present. Don't penalise
based on the use of devices alone.
DNA: statistics

Any 3 for 3.
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From Passage 2:

6. Summarise what the author has to say about the problems of public transport

systems.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words.

‘ . Fatagiapt

FIXED ROUTES: A glaring deficiency lies in
their inflexibility — fixed routes create
constraints that poorly serve the diverse
needs of a population.

(lines 3-4)

The pu

meet the different requirements of
where people want to go/ does not
reach all areas

RIGID SCHEDULES: rigid schedules force
passengers to conform to predetermined
patterns rather than adapting to individual
circumstances. (lines 4-5)

This structural rigidity becomes particularly
problematic  during emergencies  or
unexpected schedule changes when

immediate departure becomes essential.

infrastructure projects that exceed budgets,
(line 11)

It also does not cater to travelling when
the need arises/in times of urgent need

g the transportation system
results in overspending/ is (very) costly
(accept as B.0.D)

USAGE RATE BELOW PROJECTIONS:
usage rates consistently falling below
projections (lines 11-12)

And there are fewer passengers than
expected

COULD BENEFIT BROADER
POPULATIONS: could alternatively fund
infrastructure improvements that benefit

broader populations far more efficiently
(lines 15-16)

OVERCROWDING: Overcrowding has

become endemic, (lines 17-18)

The expenditure could be redirected to
other facilities that better serve the
travel needs of more people

Do not accept: expenditure that could
be redirected to developing more
buildings.

Additionally, p
frequently/commonly exceeded

STRESSFUL COMMUTE DEGRADES
QUALITY OF LIFE: creating stressful
commuting experiences that actively degrade
quality of life (lines 18-19)

causing passengers anxiety that lowers
their standard of living

VIOLATES PERSONAL SPACE: During peak
hours, this congestion transforms buses and
trains into uncomfortable environments
where passengers endure  physical
proximity that violates personal space.
(lines 19-20)

results in uneasiness where commuters
infringe on/cross other people’s physical
boundaries
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9 | ENTIRE NETWORKS REGULARLY | The network is vulnerable to disruptions
PARALYSED: the system's fragility becomes
apparent when bad weather, mechanical | OR
failures, and labour disputes regularly
paralyse entire networks. (lines 21-22) The network is vulnerable to climate

events, breakdowns and boycotts from
transport workers
(any 2 out of 3)

10 | AFFECTS LOWER-INCOME WORKERS | which largely impacts the less wealthy
MORE AS THEY HAVE NO BACKUP passengers with no alternative transport
TRANSPORT OPTIONS: arrangements
disproportionately  affect lower-income
workers who cannot afford backup
rt options, (lines 23-24

NS: security concerns
that permeate these systems. Incidents of
harassment, theft, and violence... (lines 25-
26) / criminal activi i i

FAIL TO SERVE RURAL
COMMUNITIES/PERPETUATES
GEOGRAPHIC INEQUALITY: Furthermore,
these systems often fail to serve suburban
and rural communities entirely, creating a
two-tier mobility system that perpetuates
eographic inequality. (lines 31-33)

Passengers may not be safe / there is
more crime (BOD)

not live in the city centre
are not able to travel around as freely

Points 1-2 3-4 5 6 7 8 9 10+
Marks 1m 2m 3m 4m 5m 6m 7m 8m
Sample Paragraph

The ineffectiveness of public transportation systems is evident as it does not reach all areas
or cater to travelling at all timings. Building the transportation system is very costly and there
are fewer passengers than expected. The expenditure could be redirected to other facilities
that better serve the travel needs of more people. Additionally, train capacity is frequently
exceeded, resulting in uneasiness and anxiety when individuals infringe on others’ personal
space. Safety is also an issue. Moreover, the network is vulnerable to breakdowns and
boycotts from transport workers which largely impacts the less wealthy passengers with no
alternative transport arrangements. Those who do not live in the city centre are not able to
travel around as freely. (11 points, 117 words)

From all the passages:

7. Passage 1 states that ‘the environmental problem created by private vehicle dependency

grows more alarming annually’ (lines 28-29).

Identify one specific idea from Passage 3 which can be used to undermine this statement.

Justify your answer. [2]
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From the passage
Specific Idea:

Our studies found that public transport in
medium-density areas often operates
below capacity, resulting in higher per-
passenger emissions than carpooling.
(lines 5-7)

OR

Instead of massive infrastructure
expenditure for new public rail lines,
channelling money into thousands of
electric vehicle charging stations could
potentially —achieve faster emission
reductions once private electric vehicle
adoption reaches a large enough scale.
(lines 7-10)

Answer
Specific ldea:

Passage 3 states that public transport in
neighbourhoods with a moderate amount
of people are frequently under-utilised,
leading to greater pollution compared to
commuters who decide to share private
hire services.

Accept lift of ‘carpooling’

Justification:

This undermines the statement from
passage 1 that private vehicles accelerate
the environmental problem,

showing instead how public transport are
usually more polluting than private
vehicles when they are not fully tapped
on.

OR

Specific ldea:

Passage 3 states that putting funds toward a
wide network of electric vehicle charging
stations could lead to quicker emissions
cuts once electric cars become common.

Award even if student does not give
‘charging stations’, or ‘quicker emission
cuts’, as long as student gives reduced
emissions once electric cars become
common.

Justification:

This undermines the statement from
passage 1 that private vehicles accelerate
the environmental problem,

showing instead how private vehicles can
be more environmentally friendly than
public transport when electric vehicles
become widely adopted.

OR

showing instead how the impact of private
vehicles on the environment can be
mitigated when enough people use
greener personal vehicle options.
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If the specific idea (paraphrased) already
captures the idea of scale and/or
environmental benefits, then justification
does not require idea of scale. Can also
award for idea and justification if there is a
contrast between accelerating
environmental problems vs any form of
mitigation (merged idea and justification).

8. Passage 2 argues that ‘fixed routes create constraints that poorly serve the diverse

needs of a population’ (lines 3—4).

Identify one specific idea from Passage 3 which can be used to support this statement.

Justify your answer. [2]

From the passage

Specific ldea:

Working with diverse communities taught
me transport needs vary dramaticalily.
Shift workers explained how reduced night
services forced expensive taxis or
dangerous walks. Parents described the
impossibility of managing shopping and
school runs via public transport. (lines 12-15)

When public transport is timetabled, it results
in severe overcrowding during peak times
and inadequate service during off-peak

Answer

Specific Idea:
Identified point:

Passage 3 highlights how different groups
such as employees with irregular work hours
and parents have distinct transport needs
that are not met by public transport
systems. / Passage 3 highlights how the
transportation requirements of different
groups can be drastically different.

*Do not accept if students merely state that
shift workers need to look for alternative
transport that can be costly/parents
struggling with shopping and children on
public transport — students need to infer
what it means to get the mark.

This supports Passage 2's argument
because both show how the rigid nature of
public transportation networks have
resulted in inconvenience / hardship /
lowers the quality of life for many users.

OR

Specific Idea:

Passage 3 highlights how scheduled rides
on public transports leads to extremely bad
congestions during popular periods of the
day and insufficient rides during less popular
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hours, satisfying neither group effectively.
(lines 15-17)

periods, leading to needs being unmet
during both situations.

Accept lift of ‘satisfy’.

Justification

This supports Passage 2's argument
because the rigid nature of the
transportation network leads to challenges
during popular and less popular periods that
leave commuters unhappy.
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