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Instructions to candidates:
There are TWO parls 1o this paper: Past 1 and Part 2. Answer both questions.

Part 1: Situational Writing {15 marks)
1 The piclure below shows Kelly and her sister, Tammy, discussing a notice
that they saw iy the newspaper on 10 August 2023. Siudy the piciure carefully.

[ %5 " Jolly Animal Shelter
~ Adoption Drive

Saturday, 11 November 2023
9a.m. to 12 p.m.

We strongly recommend that every member of your household be
present at the adoption as we want o ensure that we match up the
nght pet wsth the nght OoWners.

- ——_— —— A RPN S

We m volmtw-s tool
Xf you love animals and have first-hand experience of
looking after them, approach our manager, Ms Abigail, |

T for a face-to-face interview!
Lef's foll Mum and Dad about this. |} o
event, Kelly! We were just talking : { P've a school project work
about adopting ancther call : (ﬁsmsionwgln nipﬁeacher
i { and my teammates, Tony
' {Why don't you ; | and Safly, at 10 am. that
ask your £ | moming.
teacher and - '
friends if you : You're right. ¥ emait "\
could have your : my teacher to ask if
meeting : we could meset in the
rescheduled to : afternoon instead.
1 p.m. instead? : For the
We should alt 2 inconvenience
be mere and | : caused, 'l apologise
know you and bring along some
| wouldnl want to snacks o thank them
;ﬂ;SSihlS. o . when | meet them. |
porfunity do hope that they can
| become a accommaodate to the
\voh.umer. 1 change intiming.
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Your Task
Imagine you are Kelly.

Write an email to the teacher in charge of your project work, Mr Tan, asking him
if you could reschedute the project work meetling to the aftiemoon.

You are 1o refer to the picture and information on page 1 for your email.

in your email, include the following key information:

» when you wish fo reschedule the meeting o

s the event you wish lo attend and the tinre it will be heid
» twp reasons you should attend the event

= what you will do to thank your teacher and teammates

You may reorder the points. Remember to write in complete serences.
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Part 2: Continuous Writing {40 marks)
Z ‘Write a composition of gt least 150 words about
an important event. j

The pictures are provided to help you think
about this lopic.

Your composition should be based onona or
more of these pictures.

Consider the following points when you plan
your composition;

»  What was the important event?
» Why was it imporiant?

You may use the poinds in any order and
include other relevant points as well.
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2023 PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
ENGLISH L ANGUAGE —- PAPER 2
LANGUAGE USE AND COMPREHENSION
PRIMARY 6
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Class : Primary 6/
Date :17 August 2023
BOOKLET A
28 Questions
28 Marks
Duration of Paper: 1 h 50 min
Noie:

1. Do not open this booklet unti) you are told to do s0.

2. Read carefully the instructions given at the beginning of each part of

the booi_det.

3. Do not waste time. if a question is difficuit for you, go on to the next

one.
4. Check your answers thoroughly and make sure you attempt every
question,

5. in this booklet, you should have the following:
a. PagelioPaged
b. Questions 11028
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For each question from 1 to 10, shade your answer {1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheel.

{18 marks)
1 The heavy downpour ruined our plans for a picric in the park, ?
{1) isntit
(2) didntit
{3y hasntit
(4) hadntit
2 “The number of plastic bags collected for recycling increased
greally since the start of the campaign!” said Nurul excitedly,
(4)] has
{2) head
{3 have
{4)  having
3 Onlyabrave , would be willingly to risk losing their fives for the
courtiry.
(1 aff
(2) few
{3) some
{4) several
4 “Where ﬁweuaskpantsﬂratlmediormempﬂtisanmsemm
tern on the packing lisl,” Peter asked worriedly.
N s
{2) are
(3) was
(4)  were
S Which superhem have you ___ o dress up as for the costume party?
{1)  chose
{2)  choose
{3} chosen
(4)  choosing




10

BP-~542

Chef Danlel is known for his experlise _‘ preparing unusual dishes
from Asia.

(1) at
(2 i
3 on
4 for

The puzzie was difficult 1o solve, Alex persisted and completed il.
{n for

{2) but
(3 and
{4) while

Kingsley sawhismother in the kitchen and offered to help her
(1) ook

(2) cooks

{3) vooked

{4) cooking

You can easily spot the eatery as it is located the opposite side of
(n

(2 on

3 by

{4) ecross

you have any questions about the text we're reading, I'i be glad

o explain,” My Réj reassured his students.

4)
2)
&)
8

Should
Woukl
Shall
will
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For each question from 11 i 15, shade your answer {1, 2, 3 or 4} on the Oplical Answer Sheetl.

{Smarks)
11 Hispoorhealthwas_ by a poot diet and excessive smoking.
{1} Dbroughlin
(2) broughton
{3}  brought forward
{(4) brought together
12 Afer the disaster, the streets were . and not a soul could be seen in
the shopping malls.
(1) isolated
{2) forsaken
{3) deserted
{d) neglected
13 Unabile 1o cuib his __. he bought the expensive video game without a
thought.
{1)  wilfulness
{2)  enthusiasm
{3) recklessness
(4)  impuisiveness
14 Deteciives are shifl trying to the myslery of tha missing aeroplane that
disappeared nine years ago.
(1) reveal
{2) divige
{3) expose
{4) unravel
135 The priced meais at this café attract many people 1o dine here.
{1} modestly
{2) minimally
(3) miserably
(4) marginally
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For sach question from 16 o 20, choase the word(s) dosest in meaning lo the underfined
”mn!(sLShademenmtectomt{t,z3or4)mme0pﬁmlmsm {5 marks)

Tom stared at his report card. Having scored rather poorly for-his Science project, he began |

1o cry loudly. As his best friend, Jack, had accurately predicted, Tom did not take the news of his |

{16) {17) !
WWM well. !twasggﬁmsigﬂratTomﬂmnghﬂﬁsmﬂmm the best. He
| (18} _ |

had always thought highly of his ability and he could not have anlicipated this outcome.
However, amid the devastation he was feebng, Tomwassﬁﬂ%g%:gﬂwthewomdbesemgd |
] 20
10 represent the class in the upcoming Science Quiz. He prayed that he woukd be given a second

chance.

16 (1) sob
{2) bawl
(3) weep
(4) whimper

47 (1) exactly
{2) comectly
{3) specifically -
{4) appropriately

18 (1) calamity
{2) dilerma
{3) experiance
(4 predicament

19 (1) logical
{2) obvious
(3) plausible
{4) reasonable

20 {1) encouraged
{2) reassured
{3) oplimishic
{8) inspired
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Study this article from a magazine, Youth Vibes, and then answer questions 21 o 28.

Outdoor Adventurés:
6ood Safety Tips

by James Liew
22 july 2023

Do you have plans for the schoof holidays?
How about going for a hike in a forest?
What about a camping trip with your family or friends?

Such activities allow you to have fun and get close to nature, but safety
needs to be your number one priority. Whatever you do, make sure you
pick up essential survival skills and pack wisely before setting off.
Unexpected things con sometimes happen i the great outdoors, Since you tan never antitipate |
exactly what might go wrong, carrying a survival kit in your pocket is always worthwhile. Let’s look at
how we can find ways to utilise every tiny bit of space inside a small, lightweight and waterproof
| container. lachide as many usefil everyday items as possible!

How to assemble a personal survival kit:
1. Get a small plastic or metal container that fits in your pocket.

2. Remove the rough strip from the side of a matchbox.
3. Wrap the strip and a few matches in plastic wrap to keep them dry.

4. Break a pencil in half and keep one piece within the container.

5. Sharpen both ends of the pencil piece.

6. Cut plastic straws into segments that fit inside your container. Seal one end of
each segment with tape. Fill each mini tube with small amounts of liquids itke
hand sanitizer and antiseptic cream. Then seal the other end.

7. Cofllect plasters of various sizes.

8. Fold several large sheeis of aluminium foil as compactly as possible.

9. Begin by placing the essential items inside the container. Estimate the remaining
space and consider other useful items that can fit in your personal survival kit.
Maximise the use of space to include as many additionat items as possible.
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Examples of useful items: g ?

mini tuBes
of kguid

razoe
blade

%

ARPEHBRAPSARRABBERERNN
»

!i.tﬁ-l.ﬂctﬁti.ilﬂ. : »
: : = Eorly Bird Offer :
= For porticiponts = : = :
: | : I Registerby
Dates: 4 to 7 December 2023 : aged between : : :
Venuve: Sunny Foresi Campsite = : = 31 October 2023 *
Fee: 5120 wr m‘mt i‘ﬂ'{?.ﬁ.iﬁ"'.s i'lll"‘l '."R”'!ﬂ‘-":

Camp Leap is back by popular demand! Organised by Team Leap, this culdoor
adveniure camp will cater for up lo 100.participants this year — the largest number thus
far! Visit www.leasnleap.sg from now until 15 November 2023 1o register and pay the fee
onfine. Registration will close early if all places are filled. Leap into action to avoid
disappoimment!

important Points 1o Note

¥ First aid kits will be readily aveitable, and instructors are rained o deal with |
emergencies. However, lake note that they are not allowed to administer medication.

v Pariicipants must declare all medical conditions during registration. Those with |
medical conditions will be asked to sit out strenuous camp activities. '

SR = cuesd
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Tha purpose of the queslions in the first paragraph isto _ |

)
£2)
&
49

encourage readers io go jor a hike

tell readers about biking and camping

make readers consider outdoor aclivities

ask readers about their plans for the schoo holidays

if you are considering embarking on an ouldoor adventure, the phrase
“number one prionity” in the first paragraph tells you that safety is

2}
@)
3
1)

>

something that requises attention soon

the only imporiant thing that desesves attention
at the top of the list of things that need attention
one of the things you may want to pay attention 1o

Accord‘ngmmeamde,lttsamponantmcanysumvalkﬁsnnthegreai
outdoors because we

{
(2}
(3
(4

can bring along useful everyday tems

can foresee problems and prepare for them

must make full use of the space in the containers
must prepare ourseives for unexpecied siluations

According o the instructions on assembling a personal survival kit, which of
the foilowing items should be placed inside such a kit?

g}
(2}
(3)
4)

a box of matches

a metal container
some rubber bands
some antiseplic cream

When assembling a personal susvival kit, we should

£
(2)
3
5

pack the basic items inlo the container last

try {0 make use of all the space inskle the confainer

measure how much space Is availabie in the container

choose a container that can hoid all the items we want 1o indlode
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25, Which statement is not true about Camp Leap?

m Not all teenagers will be able io participate in it

2 Registration may close before the stated deadline.

3 Up to 100 pariicipants can parficipate in it every year.

(3) Participants can enjoy a discounted registration fee up till October.

ar. The organiser will 1ake all the following salely precavtions during Camp
L.eap except

(1)  ensuring that first aid kils are always on hand

(2) authorising instruciors 10 administer medication

(3  requesiing that parlicipants declare all their medical conditions

(4 excmdi;;g participants with medical conditions from strenuous camp

28.  Whatis the main purpose of the arficle?

) to inform readers of an outdoor adventure camp

2 to offer readers advice on having ouldoor adventures safely

3) to share the benelits of engaging in requiar outdoor activities
{4y toshare tips on how lo select items for a personal survival kit

Please nole that the passage for Comprehension guestions 71 to 80 in Booklet Bisonthe |
next page. You may now go on to Booklet B.
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Readmepassagebebwandanswerquesﬁms?‘imam {20 marks)

| met Uina at my summer job when we were working & a trading company in Taipei.
As a teenager, |requently quarreliod with my parests, so § was in fow spiils all the time. At the
age when one lended to exaggerale one's uappiness, | constantly showed up at work with
an exprassion that suggested the universe would soon come o an end. Lina, on e other hand,
ahways wore a smile on her face, which, with her two dimples, made her look fike a carefree
 angel.

She always fistened to my complaints. ! harped on how unfair my parenis were and
what a wonderful life 1 would have lad had | not been bam info such a tesrible family. Whsnever
she tried io offer advice, | would say, *Yeu won't understand ”

One Wednesday, afler yet another squabble with my parents, | decided 1o teach them

a lesson for shouting at me. | detided o Tun away’. 1 asked Lima i | could stay with her for a

while. She smilad, “Sure, but we have a small place which we share, if you don't mind that™ |
assured her that 1 would not.

Alfter work that evening, ! got on the bus with Lina. We rode the bus 1o the Taipet train
station, then walked approximately fifleen minules b catch another bus. Finally, we hiked along
mauntain trails for ffleen minttes. Whenwe got to Lina s homae, itwas after 8pm. Nevertheless,
i jooked forward to basking in the warmth of Lina's family, something that | never got at homs.

Lina and her grandmother lived in a converted dormiloty for miners together with eight
famiies under the same roof. They sven shared a common kitchen and bathvoom. In the
dormilory, Lina and her grarxtmother resided ¥ a liny roam, smaller han the bathwoom at my
bome. Orphaned from birth, Lina was raised by her grandmother who used to wash clothes for
i the miners living there. Whan the workers moved away, she was out of work. Since then, Lina
attended schoo! in the evening and worked during the day.

Lina showed no signs of unhappiness while ieling me about her life. Her home was
small bul clean. Tha old wooden door was scrubbed so white that it shone. Her plan was 1o
work as an accouniant afler she gradualed from school. With 2 steady income, they would
move it of the hills and share an apasiment with another family. They would have a fush loflet,
spafing her grandmother the pain of using a squat loilel.

Lina's grandmother fistened to my complaints and was concemed about me. “They
may not be perfect, bul they are still your kin,” she said. “Don't be mad at them for too long, or
you'li end up nol having a family at 2lt* T was leR deep in thought.

That night, I was given their small bed. Lina and her grandmather willingly siept on the
hard ground. 1 fossed and turned all night. My “sorow’ and ‘womies’ suddenly seamed so
insignificant. When i got up at dawn, Lina was preparing pomidge in e common kilchen.
Seeing me, she kumed to the rising sun and said, “Beautifui, isnt 7 | ke to walch the suwise
from here. | feel ife is full of hope when ) see the sunlight stowly get brighter and brighter.”

After wark that day, 1 meekly went home. My fourroom fiat felt so much mors
comforiable compared to Lina's humble abode. The next day, my father prepared a plate of
scrambled eggs ani pancakes for my breakfast. I started speaking more pofitely to my parents,
and subsequently, we stopped squabbling. Soon, nyy ‘depression’ evaporated.

; When the summer job ended, both Lina and | went back to school, and we soon iost
; louch. Now twenly years later, | have two children of my own, but the image of Lina remains

with me - the girl with angelic dimplas who had so little, yet iaught me so much.

Adapicd irom Reader's Digest (Qct 2003} "Watching the Sunrise’

10

15

25

30

35
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Thematamh!anks.mmwzsmsa,mmepassagebelow. From the list of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letier {A 1o Q) in the blank. The leiters.
{1) and (O} have been omitted to avoid confusion dusing marking. {10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

{A) a (D} do {G) from | () less {(N) on
{B) a5 {E)} does {H} however {L) wmore Py the
(C)_i and ‘ {(F) for ) in {M) moreover (Q) when

Have you ever wondered why we blink? Blinking s an essential

{29)
involuntary action that helps protect and keep our eyes healthy.

Blinking acts 0 a natural shield for our eyes. It helps io keep foreign

objscts, like dust, dirt, or even insects, from entering our eyes. When we blink, our eyelids

close quickly, acting ke proteciive barrier, preventing anything harmfil
' 153}
reaching our sensilive eye tissues.

(32)

Not only 55 blinking protect owr eyes physically, it also refreshes our
vision, o we stare at something for a Jong fime, cur eyes can become tired or
strained. Blinking provides a brief moment of rest .. our eyes, allowing them
ko relax and refocus. ﬁisﬁ;eamkﬁhreakﬁromvisualsy‘:tzm helping to maintain clear and

comfortable vision,

average, a person blinks about 15 to 20 tmes per minute.

{36)
» Ceftain aclivities, such as reading or using digital devices, can reduce our

{37)
biinking rate. When we concenirate on something, we tend o blink

{38)
fraquendly, which can cause our eyes 1o become dry and strained. Jt is therefore Imporiant o

blink regularly, especially during prolonged periods of focused tasks. Start blinking 1o reduce

aye fatiguea!
10

Aospled fom htpsiimyvision.ongsye-freaiftiwhy-go-we-bint/

10
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Each of the underined words conlains either a spefiing or grammatical ervor. Write the correct
word in each of the box, {12 marks)

One of the scariest memories I had as a child was watching the Bukit
{39)

Ho Swee fire from my belcony. Despite beey miles away, ¥ could see smoke
(0 (49)
beelowing from the village With strong winds, the spontaynious fire spread
[ : |

around the village, deevowering everything in its path. Hours iater, the
(43 _
incehcent wailing of sirens could be heard as the firefighters arrived at

the scene.
{44)
The trejerdi left about 16,000 people homeless with four fatalfties and
(45)

property damage estimated in $2Z million. The great fire changed the face
{45}

of the village, which had previous hetised many squatters,

“n | '
The fire resulted in an accelerated of the public housing programme.

45)
Some if not all, of the homeless individuals were moved to flats

49
construcied around the vesinity. The government responded very swiftly,
{50)
provided shelter and support te these affected. The community alse came

together to rebuild and overcome adversity, demonstrating the strength of

human spirit in the face of challenges.

Sdiuphed Fum L5 irfopetis Alicies: By Ho Swos Fire 2

L
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Fill in each blank with a suitable word. {15 marks)
Have you ever noticed that when you're nunning around, playing sports, or feeling very hot, §

your body starts to perspire? Perspiring, as a process, is for owr body's
50
well-being. Let us — at one important way it benefits us.
{(52)
Qur bodies are kke well-oiled machines, constanily working in order 1o keep everything

i balanced. = . Of the most crucial things our amazing body does is regulating
53

its lemperature. When we exercise, the muscles generate
{59)

(55)

. and on hot days, the sun adds to thal t00. i our body doss not

down; it will overheat ke a computer and that could result in health

{56)

.

{57
Owr bodies perspire to us from geting too overheated. Perspiration is
- {58)
a clear, salty liquid produced by finy sweat glands scattered all over our skin. When our body

detects rising temperatures, these miraculous glands perspiration onlo the
(59)

skin's surface. As the perspiration evaporates, it takes some of the excess
(60)

heat with it, cooling us down ke a natural sir conditioner!

(63)

temperature, so do not fee) embarrassed when you are all swealy afun
{62)

game or exercise. it means your body is _ perfectiy! Just make sure fo stay
{83}
by drinking a lot of water, especially on hot days.

{84)

The next time you see those tiny droplets on your fonshead of running
{65) '
down your back, appreciate the incredible mechanism your body has to keep you comioriable ;

| and healthy. Embrace perspiration as a vilal and fascinating aspect of being human?

12
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For each of the questions 65 1o 70, rewrile the given sentence(s) using the wornd{s) provided.
Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the same as
the meaning of the given sentence(s). {10 marks)
66  Only Yoana and Jayson have not submiited their hormework.

Everybody, except Yoana and Jayson,

67 Jane stared at the decorated room. She found it awesome.

in
68 “Who fell during the game this moming?” the teacher asked the class.
The teacher asked the class who
69 Hazy conditions persisted and classes were cancelled.
because of

70 My sister is brewing coffee for breakiast.

Cofiee for breakiast

13
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71 Which five word phrase in paragraph 1 suggests that the wriler was not as unhappy
as she looked? {1m)

72 Both Lina and the writer went to work with different attitudes. Fil in the boxes with
evidence from the first paragraph. {2m) '

] How she felt when she went to Evidence from the passage
work

The writer | She was always sad and moody.

1
3
.

: She always wore a smile on her
lface, which, with her two
dimples, made her lcok ke a
carefree angel.

73 - ‘Whenever she ried fo offer advice, | would say, “You won't undersiand.™ {fnes 8 - 9)
What assumption did the writer make about Lina which made her feel that Lina woulkd
nat understand? Quote a sentence from the text which supgests this. {2m)

The writer assumed that

[ S———

14
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74 List two things about Lina’s living conditions which suggested that she was not welt
off. {2m)

75 Which one of the Tollowing words best describes how the writer felt in ines 32 — 347
Put a tick in the box beside your answer. (1m)
DO NOT TICK MCRE THAN ONE BOX.

frustrated

76 Aithough Lina did not come from a wel-lo-do family, she was very proud of her home.
What are some things she had done to suggest this? (2m)

77 Look at the table below. What do the words/phrases in the left cohunn refer 1o in the
passage? Write your answers in the column on the right. {3m)

Word{s) fmm ﬂwmgs B What the word(s) nterto

a) we {fine 12)

b) thers (line 22)

¢} They (line 29)

15




78 Bmmdonﬂnsmnnsanwhanwemmsmmmnmﬁhmekmhbdmﬁkhwmwﬁmm,

then give one reason why you think so. (3m)

BP~558.

Statement TruelFalse -

Reason

a) The writer did not
always compiain fo Lina
about her parents.

b} The writer did not go
back home after work
that Wednesday to get
back at her parenis.

<} The writer was
unconcemed afler
Lina’s grandmother
advised her to forgive
her parents.

i) The writer felt that her “somow’ and ‘worries’ suddenly seemed so insignificant” (lines
33 —34) in comparison 1o Lina’s. Explain why she felt this way. (2m)

80  Tothe writer, Lina was the girl with angelic dimples who had so Ntfle, yet taught me so

muck’ (line 43). What did Lina teach the writer? {2m)

END OF PAPER

16
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Booklet B (paper 2 |
29, C 30. |B 31. A 32. G | 33. E
34. Q 35. F 36. N 37. H 38, K
39, | Being 40, | Billowing | 41. | Spontaneous | 42. Devouring |
43. | Incessant 44, | Tragedy 145. | At 46. | Previously
47. | Acceleration | 48. | Most 49. | Vicinity 50. | Providing |
51. | Essential | 52. Look |53. |One 54. | Qwn 55, | Heat
56. | Cool 57. |lssues |58. | Keep 59. | Release | 60. | Away
61. |Right | 62. | During | 63. | Operating | 64. | Hydrated | 65. | Forming |
66. | Bverybody , except Yoana and Jayson has submitted their homework,
67. | Jane stared at the decorated room in awe,
68. | The teacher asked the class who had fallen during the game that
morning, v _
69. | Classes were cancelled because of hazy conditions persisting.
70. ; Coffee for breakfast is being brewed by my sister.
71. | tended to exaggerate one's unhappiness
72. How she feit whenshe | Evidence from the
wentto work passage
The writer She was always sadand | She constantly showed
moody. up at work with an
expression that
suggested the unfverse
would soon come to an
Lina She was She always wore & smile
happy/blissful/foyfol. on her face , which ,with
her two dimples , made
her looklike a carefree
angel.
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home with eight other families.

73. Assumption __Sentence from the text
The writer assumed that Lina came Nevertheless, [ looked forward to
 from a loving family. basking in the warmth of Lina’s family,
- something that I never got at home,
74. | 1. Lina lived with eight families under the same roof.
2. Lina and her grandmother resided in a tiny room smaller than the
bathroom at the writer’s house.
75. | Ashamed
76. | Lina kept her home clean and scrubbed the old wooden door of her
home so white until it shone.
77, Word(S) From The Passage What The Word(S) Refer To
a) we (line 12) Lina and her grandmother
b) there (line 23) converted dormitory
_c) they (line 30) the writer’s parents
78, Statement True / False Reason
a) the writer did not False the writer harped on how
always complain to Lina unfair her parents were.
abeut her parents.
b} the writer did not go Trae the writer decided to run
back home after work away’ that day to teach
that Wednesday to get her parents alesson
back at her parents.
¢} the writer was False the writer was deep in
unconcerned after Lina's thought /reflective after
grandmother advised her Lina’s grandmother
to forgive her parents. advised her to forgive
ber parents.
79. | The writer lived in a spacious four-room fat, but Lina hadto share a

80.

Lina taught the writer to be grateful for what she has./be contented.
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