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BOOKLET A

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS:

1. Do not turn over this page until you are told to do so.
2. Foliow all instructions carefully.

3. Answer all questions.

4. Use a 2B pencil to shade your answers on the Optical Answer Sheet (QAS).
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For each question from 1 fo 10, four options are given. One ofthem is the-correct answer.
Make your choice {1, 2. 3 or 4) and shade your answar on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(10 marks)
The equipment for the events arrived.
(1) is
(2) are
(3) has
(4) have
Vincent left for his studies in England late lastyear. § in touch with
him since then.
{1) amnotke
(2) had not kept
(3) wasnotkept
{4y  have not kept
The PE teacher, together with his pupils, round the school
compound every Wednesday.
() jog
(2) jogs
(3)  has jogged
(4) have jogged
Timothy seldom speaks German in Singapore, he?
(1) did
{2y does
(3)y didn't
(4) doesn’
The students know by now what they have to do during the
temperature-taking exercise.
{(t) can
(2y shall
(3) could
(4) should
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Scientists are still hoping to find a cure this rare disease.
(1} in

(2) on

(3) for

(4) about

During a birthday celebration, Mr and Mrs Tan introduced a friend of
1o my uncie.

(1) their

(23 them

(3) theirs

(4) themselves

Mei Li decided not to study overseas the recent travel restrictiqns.
(1) ‘owingto

(2)  in spite of

(3) regardless of

(4} resulting from

Simon my father was speaking with just now was the champion
of the Science competition this vear.

{1) who

(2)  which

(3) whom

(4 whose

The robber hid behind the big tree as he watched the old lady the
front door of her house.

(1) open
{2} opens
(3) opened

(4)  was opening




For each question from 11 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct
answer. Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Opfical Answer

Sheet.

11

12

13

14

15

(5 marks)
The waste produced by the chemical factory must be
disposed of in a safe manner.
(1)  perilous
(2y hazardous
(3) precarious
(4) treacherous.
Students from our school are given the to serve the
community in many ways and we should be gratefui for that.
(1)  benefit
(2) licence
(3) permission
(4) opportunity
Ricky was not by the uphill task given to him. He managed to complete
his project after overcommg many obstacles.
(1} enraged
(2) daunted
(3) annoyed
(4) saddened
Despite his disability, this athlete all odds to become a sporting
champion in swimming and running.
(1)  defied
(2) detached
(3) dismissed
(4) disqualified
Uncle Lim works day and night as his family him for financial
help.
(1 looks at
(2) looksto

(3) looks into
(4) looks after
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For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word closest in meaning to the underfined

word. Shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(5 marks)

Mr Shah stands with his bicycle on the pier, ready fo begin another day. He

has one of Singapore's more unysual commutes, one that includes a bumboat ride.
(16)

He is Pulau Ubin's only postman. Mr Shah's workday begins with him sorting through

mail at the Singapore Post in Tampines. There, he collects. all the mail hound fof the

17y
island. Mr Shah then sets off on a bumboat to Pulau Ubin. He has been delivering

mail there for about three years. To the locals, Mf Shah is a familiar sight. Though
there are only about thirty families on the island, Mr Shah looks forward to going over
as it is a great way for him to escape the mainfand and get some fresh air. Delivering

letters to Ubin presents different chailenges compared to delivering to homes on the
(18)

maintand. For one thing, the roads are hardly in good condision. Nevertheless, Mr
(19)

Shah presses on each day by pushing his bicycle through the rocky stretch to deliver
{20)

his mail. Nothing can stop him from doing what he loves to do.

Adapted from The Straits Times

16.  (1)imegular
{2) unknown
(3) infrequent
(4) uncommon

17, (1) headed
(2) allocated
(3) prepared
{4) appointed
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18.

(1) forms -
{2) poses
{3) causes -
(4) delivers

{1) nearly -
{2) barely
{3) shightly
{4) narrowly

{1) accepts
(2) manages
(3) progresses
(4) perseveres
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Study this fiyer and then answer questions 21 to 28. '

HIKE SINGAPORE

1ST OCTOBER TO 31ST OCTOBER 2024

For many of us, all we see in Singapore are high-rise buldings and
shopping malls. However, you will be surprised by theamount of
greenery that you can find within the city-state and the offshore
istands. The best way to explore this? Hiking, of coursef

Participate in Hike Singapore, a newinitiztive to get Skgaptreans
into the great outdoors. Participants will get to explorethe hiking
trails in Singapore and enjoy lush greenery. Not only wili yous get
proudly organised by to enjoy the benefits that come with hiking, but you wikalsvenjoy
Adventure Singapare the time spent bonding with friends and family. This issossething
we often forgo due to the busy lifestyles we lead.

THE FIVE BENEFITS OF HIKING:

FITNESS

Hiking i a good way to improve our fitness; particularly it ow rovie
includes some hills, which will force our heart 16 work harder. Taking <
hike on the slightly uneven surface of a trail will also strengthen owr
muscles and improve our sense of balance.

SHARPER MIND
Hiking helps our minds stay sharp. The extra oxygen that is fokem @n
during exercise will help our brain fo stay alert.

STRESSBUSTER

Another benefit of hiking is that it helps to refieve stress. Studies howe
suggested that spending fime in green spaces enabiles our tired rinds
to rest after the prolonged use of computers and mobile phones.

CREATIVITY

Many experts have suggested that walking in nature allows ows reirds
to wander and encourage ereativity. This will, in turn, allow new ideas
to flow freely. |

Visit www.hikésingaporezom.sg for information.on alt hiking trails in Singapore.
if you have any questions about the event, please email the organisers at
enquiries@hikesingapare2024.sg or call the hotline at Tel: 31234123.
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FOUR HIKING TRAILS TO EXPLORE

Merah Park The easiest of the four suggested fralls, this 1-kilometre hike
should take you less than 30 minutes. Birdenthusiasts will enjoy

the special bird hides glong the way. You can obsews bird
species such as eagles andWaodpeckers.

Victoria Nature Park Located at the northern parf of the island; this easy, 2-kilometre
hike should take about an hour. There are plenty of fruit frees
such as jackfuit and bananas. Do look out for dragonflies. There
are af least 56 species that have been recorded in the park,
which is almost half of the dragonfly species found in Singapore.

Coconut Marine Park This 2-kilometre trgil, located along the south-west shore of
Singapore, is a [itfie challengingand will fake you about 2 hours
from one end fo the other. Keep your eyes open for the hidden

beaches along the way.,

Ridge Community Park Ridge Community Park, located. in the cenfral_part of
Singapore, offers the most challenging trail of 5 kilometres,
which will take most hikers about 3 hours to complete. However,
once on fhe trail, you will get to enjoy the beauty of the streams
and lakes as well as the many squinels and monkeys.

HEALTH AND SAFETY TIPS:

Wear comfortable footwear

* Choose wellfitling footwear with good ankie support. Make sure they are comfortable
enough 5o you do not gef blisters on that long hike.

Select fhe right trail
"¢ 'Read up'Gh the various frails before you decide on one that is most suitable for you. Start

off with a shorter and easier frail especially if you have not exercised in a while, or are
uncertain of your fitness level.

Check the weather |
* Take note of lightning alerts and check the weather forecast before you begin your hike,

Stay hydrated

Cany essentials

* Bring along a small backpack with items like a first-aid kit, mosquito repellent and healthy
snacks.

Walk with a friend

» Hike with a'Pértner as a safely precaution. This will ensure there is someone to keep you
company and seek help should there be an emergency.




Choose the correct answer and shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the OAS.

21.

22,

23.

24

25.

What is the main aim of Hike Singapore?

(1) Promote new trails offered by Adventure Singapore..

(2) Help people compare the city-state and the off-shore islands. -
(3) Encourage Singaporeans to explore the ocutdoors with others.
(4) Allow people to spot the dragonfly species found in Singapore. -

Look at the last sentence of the first paragraph, ‘Hiking, of course!” Why is the
exclamation mark used at the end of the sentence?

(1) to convey excitement of going hiking -

(2) to emphasise the importance of hiking

(3) to draw attention to the trails ava#able for hiking

(4) to challenge Singaporeans to bond with friends and family

According to the flyer, which of the following is true of the benefits of hiking?

(1) It forces you to wander freely.

{2) it helps to develop a creative mind.

(3) it results in less sleep as people are too tired.

(4) It encourages you to use more computers and mobile phones.

Jacob wants to explore one of the hiking trails. He should

(1) visit each trail location

(2) call the hotline at Tel: 31234123

(3) send an email to the organisers

{4) check the information on www.hikesingapore2024.sg

Mrs Wee would like to show her son some birds spotted in natural surroundings.
Which trail should she select?

(1) Merah Park

(2) Victoria Nature Park
(3) Coconut Marine Park
{(4) Ridge Community Park

10
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Refer to the passage below whenyou amsswer questions 71 to 80 in Booklet B,

BP-~166

Many people had gathered in froef of I¥awan's house that moming. Cringing at the large
number of visitors to bid her farewell, Dawas stapped back inio het toom. Peering out of the window,
| she watched the viliagers.and then hunched doss to avond them. She was finally ieaving the village to
go o a better schoot in the city. She coukd M@g ;makaio_ fi‘he figure of hes grandmether sitling af a

cornerwhile looking at her.

" have put your new uniform and stees: e the mat there;" her grandrmother said gently. "Calm
down. Are the villagers all waiting for you ouliides? Mever mind, take your time." Dawan smiled gratefufty
at her grandmother and waiked over to the mat wisere her things lay waling. She dressed hurriedly as
she wondered nervously, “Will | get used fostudiging in the city?” She heard the sound-of the old and

only bus rumbling in the distance that cou talke ther to the city. Her nervousness increased as she

heard it. The last thing that she wanted waste witas the only bus to the city that day.

Dawan obediently crawled {o where he grasadiother sat and knett in front of the ald womanwhen
she called for her. Her grandmother was her onlly caregiver since birth, so it made saying goodbye
difficuit. That was the most painful part of the mowsiing. “Be bold! Gather yourself together and face the
world. You hear me?” Dawan nodded and caned diown after hearing her grandmother's scothing voice.
Her grandmothier gave her a gentle shove. Humyg, wou must go now.”

Her grandmother advised, *You haveslcsg Ble ahead of you and this is just the Tirst step.” Dawan
stared at her blankly, then shook her head. ‘No, mo, | can't go yet!” she blurted out. Swallowing hard,
she continued desperately, "Grandmother, gease, I'm not ready. | haven't packed everything yet. How
about you? | can’t patk you in my luggage! How ssbout my friends? Il réss them?!” She tried fo fight a
sab rising from her throat but could not slopi Her grandmother smiled and answered firmly, *My child,
you will have a better future by going to thesity. Gio now, child.”

"Hold on to this lotus and watch it unfdid dusimg your long buis ride to the city. This lotus bud is just
like you, it's all closed up, small and afraid of the outside. However, with water and strong sunfight, it
will unfold, petal by petal. Dawan, you wii ssfold %00," her grandmother convinced her. Dawan took a
' deep breath, held her head up and walked sut eawfidently when she heard those words. She saw her

teacher, her cousin Noi and her classmales amang the crowd but not her brother, Kwai, whom she
loved dedrly, “You deserve this. We are prosd of weoul” her teacher commented. Her cousin, Noi, niodded
in agreement and gave her-a big hug. Withz heeary heart, she boarded the bus.

As Dawan was sitfing on the bus, sheworsfiered if her brother was stilt angry with her for winning
the scholarship as he had wanted it much more: fiman she did. She feit dejected. As the river came into
view, all of a sudden, Dawan heard a famillar %une, carried by the gentle breeze. Kwai was there,

standing on the old bridge; with arms culsbetcied. It miss you, Sister. Make. us proud!” Kwaj smiled
and was singing the song that they sany Wgethesat every dawn before sehool. Feeliﬁg elated, Dawan
joined him in the song. Dawan leaned out ad wadiched as her brother's waving figure disappeared off
into the distance, Leaning back, she picke€up the glass jar with the lokss flower that her ;gramot_fiér
had given her. Just then; a ray. of sutshine plerced through the glass jar. The first few petals had just

begun to unfoid. As Dawan saw it unfold, she bagame more convinced that her grandmother was right.

Her grandmuther was indeed wise to give her the ofus. Dawan knew she was ready to faca the word.
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26. What is the similarity between the Victoria Nature Park and the Coconut Marine
Park? Both trails

(1) have beaches along the way

{2) are located at similar parts of Singapore

(3) can be covered in the same length of time
(4) require participants to walk a similar distance

27, According to the flyer, which of the following is not true aboutthe advice given to hikers?

(1) Drink plenty of water just before the hike.

(2) Hike with a friend who can look out for you.

(3} Select a trail suitable for one’s own fitness level.

{4) Ensure weather conditions are appropriate for being ouidoors.

28. Under the section ‘FOUR HIKING TRAILS TO EXPLORE', which of the following trails
does not have information on where it is located?

{1) Merah Park

(2) Victoria Nature Park
{3} Coconut Marine Park
{(4) Ridge Community Park

Please note that the passage for Comprehension questions 71 1o 80 is on the next
page. You may now go on to Booklet B.

11
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 fo 38, in the passage below. From the list of words given,

choase the most stitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A 10 Q) in the blank. The letters

{1} and {O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking.
) o _ | , (10 marks)
EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

_(6} are (F) in (J) over (M) to Q)

@ a () both (@) s (Q ter () was
(B) after (E) from (M) other (L) them  (P) were

Two children recently went viral on-social media for being extremely well-mannered.

A video of the young boy and girl clad in school uniforms posted on Facebook
{29)

page — Roads.sg last Sunday.

They were students walking . ‘ a nearby primary school towards a HDB
(30}

block. Lugging backpacks and with drinks hand, the pair was.about to make
(31:)'

their way across a zebra crossing.

As a car approached, the boy raised the hand holding his drink ) alert
(32)

oncoming motorists. The:girl followed suit soon . It the middie of the crossing,
(33)

of them then unexpectedly bowed to the driver. Upon reaching the

(34).
side of the road, the two of them bowed once more.

.(35}_ .

The video has since garnered ) 64,000 views, and many have praised
: (36)

the pair for ______ courteous actions. Ss.m_e added that the gesture, glbeit & small
{37)

one, would have warmed the heart of the driver witnessing it.

Others rioted that bowing to thank motorists stilt a commor practice in
(38) '

Japan foday. Young thildren can often be seen bowing deeply from the waist after crossing

the road.

Adapted from https:/fmustsharenews.comistudenis-bow-sengkang/

2
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Each of the underlined words contains either a spelling or gramsnatical error, Write the correct
word in each of the boxes. {52 ek s)

Kielen started taking part in gymnastics competitioss e the dge of ten. He was

determined to-become an Olympic champion one day: However, fse slipped from the high

| (39)
bar during training one day and suzteined a head injury. He wws so badly injured that

(40)
frequent blackouts happened whenever he blinking his eyes. The doctor told him that he

41) | :
would have to be confined to his bed and not niove Tifie E Fe was devastated. He

(42)
stayed home to recooperalt, missing school for about a year. Emch time he passed by the

, (43) |
gymnasium, it seemed to be bacKening him to go back for hiis training. Kielen had to

(44) |
overcome the chairfenges of that injury and retrain kis Jrain to get back his

. (45) l _
coordination. Kielen's parents stood beside hil, giving hima log of encouragement. He

(46)
purseveered and was back in the gymnasium after fiftesn momiths. With his confidence

shaken, it took him almost three years to get back to where fe had been before the

accident,

(47)
Kielen never gave up and sukseeded in becoming the W

wrlid Cup floor champion in

_ , (48) _ o o
2011, and his greatest moment of glorious was when he gmlified for the London 2012
9| _ ,
Olympics. After be in terrible pain and expériencing setbacks for years, Kielen had

(50) |
finally becorie d Olympic athlete. It was indeed a magnificenst example of the Olympic

spirit!
Adapted drem Btips://wwi.lifehack.org




Fill in each blank with a suitable weeei. {15 marks)
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Squinting against the glare, I saw an object lyingin & dry riverbed just ahead. The deer had

been freshly killed and its __ - had inviled a exow fo fly in for some. scraps. The

stench was nauseating. Tuming s slowily, Claudio, our expedition-leader,
{52)
nodded fowards: a dark. shape apgmoaching fhwwgh ®me shadows. ‘Suddenly, a beast

from the jungle, is giamt, grey-brows body raised from the ground with its long

)
tail dragging behind. The monstrous, fist head was held hagh, and from its

{54)
flickered a yellow 30-cm torgue, it was Siee Komodo dagonl

| had travelled thousands of kibmeires this encounter, However, now, |

55}
felt like the hunied an the hunler. | diared not budge. Even the slightest
156"
movement could provoke him. Beads of perspiration ran down my face, i
57
could not wipe them away. Although this creature was over@isree metres long and weighed nearly

90 kilograms, it could outrun me for sure.

“Don't move,” Claudio whispered. "% smells blood. ¥ you ., it'll think you are
(58}
prey.” The Kamodo dragon scamperesd across the traibefeee gripping the branches of a tree with

_ _Tive-clawed toes on ach foot. Then, mmble as a cat, it _
' ( 9) (60)
up the free and settled on a branch_Almost as agle & thessomodo dragan, Claudio climbed the

tree, grabbed the animal the smouf ard camied it down. Binding its jaws and
(61
legs with strips of tape, Claudio siiced a tiny slit on the Hip wf its tall. A sliver of flesh and a few

drops of biood were eased into @ fest tube. Fimalfly, he dabbed antiseptic on the

, unwrapped the bindings ard genly sek % down. Without a backward glance,

(62)
the kemodo dragon dashed off.

Claudio was of thee many conservaliamists who were endeavoiring to help
(63)
this specles survive, He:drew blood and skin samples from these: ‘Komodo' dragons

...... ~ trace the generatiom of individus! drageons. His findings will enable wiidife

4
managers to select éndangered species of komodo dagess: for captive’ ; . This
65)

will widen the gene pool and thus imprewe their chanves ol survival,

Mmm Stand of the Komodo Dragon’ by Brian Eads



For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the given sentence(s), using the word(s) providad.
Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your sentence must be the same as
the meaning of the given sentence(s). (10 mavks)

86."Are we going 16 the sushi restaurant for dinner tonight?” Tom asked Father.

Tom asked Father

67.You may enter the staffroom if you have your teacher's pemission to do so.

Unless.

68. The construction workers are repairing the damaged roof.

The damaged

69.A lot of pedple distrusted Tim because he'was insincere.

Tim's

70.Jenny ate a Jarge bowt of ice cream. Her mother did not approve it.

without
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Read the passage on page 12 of Booklet A and answesr questions 71 1o 80.
{20 marks)

71.  From the first paragraph, which three-word phrase telis us that
Dawarrs house was not brightly fit? (1m)

[

2 What Dawan did to show that she was not ready to meet thewvisitors
outside her house?

a) b}

(2m)

73.  Based on lines 6 to 11, why was Dawan grateful fo her grandmother? {1m)

74. Look at the table below. What do the words inthe eft column refer to in the
passage? Write your answers in the column on the right. (2m)

a) it{line 11

I6Y that (ine 14)
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75. Fillinthe foliowmg table by identifying the words from fines 12-16 which are
similar ta the given words. (2m)

a) courageous

b push | | ;

76.  Based onlines 17-22, who do you think Dawan will miss the most? Why do
you think 507 (2m)

7t.  Circle oneword that best describes Grandmother's tone in lines 23 to 29.
DO NOT CIRCLE MORE THAN ONE WORD. (1m)

persuasive ! frustrated / annaying / dramatic ‘ l

78.  From lines 23-29, pick out two separate phrases to show the characiers’
feelings and expiam why they felt that way. (4m)
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Based on the passage, state whether each statement in the table below is
true or false, then give one reason why you think so. {3m)

B A

a. Dawan disrespected
her grandmother
when she called her
over.

b. Kwai was still angry at
Dawan for winning
the scholarship.

¢. Dawan left for the city
at night.

How did Dawan’s feelings about leaving her vilage change after seeing the
lotus unfold? (2m)

End of Booklet B
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sustained by
blinked persevered
unnecessarily succeeded
recuperate glory
beckoning being
challenges an
carcass more by
head yet wound
emerged more one
mouth its to
for climbed breeding
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 Q66) | Tom asked Father if they were going to the sushi restaurant for dinner
that night.
Q67) | Unless you have your teacher's permission to enter the staffroom, you
may not do so.
' Q68) | The damaged roof is being repaired by the construction workers.
'Q69) | Tim's sincerity caused a lot of people to distrust him.
' Q70) | Jenny ate a large bowl of ice cream without her mother’s approval.
Q71) | Hardly make out
i Q72) |a) Dawan stepped back into her room
b) She hunched down to avoid the visitors.
| Q73) | Dawan's grandmother had put her new uniform and shoes on the mat in
' her room.
'Q74) |a) The sound of the old and only bus rumbling
b) Dawan saying goodbye to her grandmother
Q75) |a) Bold b) shove
Q76) | Dawan will miss her grandmother the most. She wanted to pack her
grandmother in her luggage but knew she could not.
Q77) | persuasive
Q78) |a) Held her head up

b) She heard her grandmother’s words of encouragement.

¢) Heavy heart

d) She did not see her brother.

Q79) |a) False > Dawan obediently crawled to where her grandmother sat and |
knelt in front of the old woman when she called for her.

b) False - Kwai stood on the old bridge with his arm stretched, telling
Dawan that he would miss her and she had to make them proud.

c) False - A ray of sunshine went into the bus which Dawan took when
she left for the city and it pierced through the glass jar with the lotus
flower from Dawan’s grandmother.

Q80) | At first, Dawan was sad but after seeing the lotus unfold, she was more

confident.
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